Statement of Faith

Lisa M. Robechek – January 19, 2008

My faith abides with God, my Creator. It is through God’s grace alone that we ‘live and move and have our being.’ I believe that God creates each of us to be free, loving people, knowing that only free creatures could truly embrace the loving relationship that God already offers us. God calls us to live life to the fullest, to be the uniquely creative agents God has made us to be in the world.

My trust clings to Jesus, my Savior. Jesus guides us in the way of loving relationship, not in some abstract sense, but within the intimate context of his own life. Jesus saves us, for our human condition is tainted by the relational brokenness of sin. Through the all-embracing love of Jesus Christ we are reconciled to God and encouraged to proclaim the Good News – God is always with, and loves, all of creation.

My comfort resides in the Holy Spirit, my constant Companion. The Holy Spirit empowers us to love God and all of God’s creation. Through the Holy Spirit, we are offered freedom from old ways of viewing, and of being in, the world. By attending to the still small voice of the Spirit we are invited to release our fear, our sense of isolation, and the grip of relational brokenness – individually, interpersonally, and corporately.

I believe that the Triune God – Creator, Savior, and Companion – demonstrates the ultimate paradigm for life within a gracious, loving, dance-of-relatedness. The shared life within the Trinity offers us hope, that created in the image of God, we too can claim the joy of such whole, relational living.

The Scriptures are the inspired Word of God, which reveal God’s amazing love for humanity. Rather than give up on us, after more than 900 pages of Hebrew Scriptures recounting God’s epic struggle to claim humanity, God jumps in with both feet, in the incarnated life of Jesus Christ. Willing to accept the frailty of being human and face the brokenness in our world, Jesus joins us, teaching us how to live in loving community. And when it seems we have irreparably breached our relationship by crucifying Jesus, God still does not forsake us. Instead, through the resurrection, we are offered new life. I believe that such eschatology is not only cosmic, but also earthly as referenced within the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
The Church is the community of believers represented not only by local congregations, but also by the faithful of every time and place. It is within the embrace of this ‘cloud of witnesses,’ along with the generations of today, that we come together to have our faith nourished and guided. The mission of the Church is to share God’s amazing love with one another and the world, through acts of service and even mere presence alone. The Sacraments are the visible signs of the invisible grace of God and as such are the outward means through which God imparts radical acts of love and redemption. Both the Lord’s Supper and Baptism are communal acts of worship, which celebrate the inclusive claim God offers to us and has on us.   

